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EDITORIAL

July 2024

Focusing on the East

and on the South

PAIN is contributing firmly and significantly to the deterrence and defence of
NATO’s eastern flank through various operations. In two of them, Spain still
is or has been in command of the operation. Up to mid-July, Standing NATO
Maritime Group One (SNMGH1), which operates in the waters of northern
Europe, has been commanded by Rear Admiral Joaquin Ruiz Escagedo,
aboard frigate Almirante Juan de Borbdn. In addition, since July 2024, Spain has been
leading a multinational brigade in Slovakia, while our country continues to be involved
in the Baltic Air Policing mission and the enhanced Forward Presence mission in Latvia.

NATO’s military presence in the eastern part of the Alliance is a key deterrent. It
is defensive, proportionate, transparent and in line with the Alliance’s international
commitments and obligations. It represents a significant commitment by Allies and is a
tangible reminder that an attack on one NATO Ally is an attack on all.

In order to assist Ukraine, our Armed Forces provide this invaded country with defensive
materiel, humanitarian assistance and military training. Additionally, they support nations
that are close to Russia but have small armies and reduced capabilities. They do this
by contributing some 2,000 troops and weapons systems to collective deterrence and
defence in an effort to prevent what is happening in Ukraine from spreading to other
regions in Europe.

However, focusing on the East should not mean forgetting about the South, because
there are challenges, risks and threats coming from this area that need to be addressed.
This is crucial to Spain due to our geographical proximity to the Sahel region of Africa.
Instability in the Sahel is one of our greatest concerns as it poses a threat to our security
through the influx of irregular migrants, terrorism, and food and energy crises. It also
directly affects the security of all Allies.

Although Ukraine, the Sahel and Irag —where a Spanish general led the NATO mission
for a year— are far from our country, the major conflicts that have emerged there end
up being extremely close to us in today’s globalised world. Our soldiers operate in these
places to defend the civilian populations there, but also to ensure the peace and security
of the world, as well as our own.
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INTERNATIONAL MISSIONS

The Defence Minister with the crew of frigate Almirante Juan de Borbdn in the port of Helsinki (Finland) on 15 April 2024.

AT THE FOREFRONT
OF COLLECTIVE
DETERRENCE AND
DEFENCE

Margarita Robles visits Spanish units deployed in Finland and Slovakia on two
NATO missions in Eastern Europe

6  Revista Espafola de Defensa July 2024

Marco Romero/MDE



“Wherever there is a Spanish man or woman in uniform, we
are always a little closer to peace”, said Robles

PAIN is clearly committed to
collective security and defence.
Nearly 2,000 Spanish soldiers,
with all kinds of land, naval and
air assets, are engaged in NA-
TO’s deterrence missions in Eastern Europe
to respond to Russia’s attack on Ukraine.
Defence Minister Margarita Robles once
again highlighted this commitment by vis-
iting two of these scenarios: the Baltic Sea
and Slovakia. In her first visit, on board frig-
ate Almirante Juan de Borboén in the port
of Helsinki (Finland), she wit-
nessed Spain’s work in com-
mand of Standing NATO
Maritime Group number 1
(SNMG1). In the second, in
Slovakia, she learned about
the multinational battlegroup
mission that our country has
been leading since 1 July
2023.

“In these difficult times,
you are contributing to this
task of deterrence and
peace”, Robles underscored
on 15 April 2024 to the 227
troops on board the ship.
The Minister met with her
Finnish  counterpart, Antti
Hakkanen, also on board
the ship. “He has thanked
us for Spain’s presence
and commitment to this
mission”, Robles  said
after the meeting, in which both ministers
stressed the importance of NATO’s
deterrent role.

Robles pointed out that missions such
as this one are a basic tool for providing
protection to countries bordering Russia,
which “are really concerned about a
potential escalation or expansion of the war
zone. They are small countries, with small
armed forces and small capabilities. That is
why it is important for them to know that
all NATO countries have a common goal,
which is to ensure security and stability
together”, the Minister said. Robles travelled
accompanied by the Chief of Defence Staff,
Admiral General Teodoro Lépez Calderdn,
who, in his address to the ship’s crew,
insisted that, in the current state of affairs,
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deterrence has become the raison d’étre of
the Armed Forces as it is the best way for
them to operate without having to resort to
an armed conflict.

Spanish frigate Almirante Juan de
Borbon (F-102) took command of the
multinational task force on 11 January
2024 and has since held this command for
six months. Sailing in the North and Baltic
Seas, alongside other ships from Germany,
Norway, France and ltaly, this frigate has
conducted exercises while monitoring

Margarita Robles and the Slovakian Defence Minister, Robert Kalinak, attending an
exhibition of the Spanish contingent’s materiel at Lest military training area.

Russian vessels, and maintaining a
continuous presence in these waters.

After being briefed about the first
months of the deployment by the
commander of SNMG-1, Rear Admiral
Joaquin Ruiz Escagedo, and the ship’s
chief officer, Commander Raul Alba,
the Minister met with the personnel on
board. There, she expressed the Spanish
people’s gratitude as well as her own
because “wherever there is a Spanish
ship or mission, something very important
happens: the effort, responsibility, and spirit
of service of its military personnel”.

VISIT TO SLOVAKIA
The Defence Minister travelled to Slovakia
on 2 May 2024. She met with over 600 of

the 750 Spanish military personnel who
made up the contingent on 1 July 2023,
the date on which the Czech Republic
handed over to Spain the command of this
multinational battlegroup, one of the eight
task forces that reinforce NATO’s forward
presence on the eastern flank.

Upon her arrival at Slia¢ air base,
Robles received military ~ honours
along with her Slovakian counterpart,
Robert Kalinak, before traveling to Lest,
wherethe SpanishandSlovakiandelegations
held a meeting. There, the
two countries  confirmed
their commitment to support
Ukraine, and Robles
expressed  her  appre-
ciation for the “magnificent
welcome” accorded to our
soldiers in Slovakia. For his
part, the Slovakian Minister
thanked the Spaniards
for their solidarity “which
makes us feel more secure
in these difficult times”.

Robles learned first-
hand about the operation’s
situation  from  Colonel
Andrés Gonzalez Alvarado,
commander of the Spanish
contingent, made up mostly
of the 1/29 Battalion Zamora
of the 7th Brigade Galicia.

Addressing the soldiers,
the Minister of Defence
stressed Spain’s weight and role within
NATO. “We are a reliable partner and
our Armed Forces allow us to rise to any
challenge”. “Wherever there is a Spanish
man or woman in uniform, we are always
a little closer to peace”, Robles pointed
out. The Minister visited an exhibition that
included some of the contingent’s materiel.
Spain  provides around 250 combat
vehicles, including several Centauro
armoured reconnaissance vehicles, light
HMTVs (high mobility tactical vehicles) and
heavy VEMPARs (large armoured tactical
and logistic vehicles), to which a further 60
were added in June.

The battlegroup is reinforced by the
capabilities of other nations, up to a total of
around 1,150 troops, including Portuguese

MDE
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INTERNATIONAL MISSIONS

Spain is the framework nation for NATO’s new multinational

armoured and Czech mechanised units as
well as forces from Slovakia and Slovenia. In
addition to the personnel stationed at Lest,
there are 16 others at Kuchyna airbase.
They are staff from NATO’s High Readiness
Land Headquarters in Betera, Valencia,
and act as the Corps forward coordination
element.

DETERRENCE AND DEFENCE MISSIONS
The deployments in Slovakia and in the
seas of northern Europe are just two
of the multiple commitments Spain has

brigade in Slovakia

Likewise, the Air and Space Force
participates in NATO’s air policing rotations
on the eastern flank. Since the end of March
2024, and for a period of four months, the
Vilkas detachment with eight F-18s will be
operating in Lithuania, while in Romania, the
Paznic detachment, with five Eurofighters,
reinforced surveillance in the Black Sea
for two weeks. NATO airspace defence
missions include a surveillance radar in
Schitu, Romania, a NASAMS anti-aircraft
battery in Lielvarde, Latvia and a Patriot
anti-missile battery in Adana, TUrkiye.

Frigate Almirante Juan de Borbdn has been deployed for six months in the seas of northern Europe.
Pictured, members of the crew paying tribute to the Minister of Defence.

undertaken this year to reinforce NATO’s
eastern border. The longest-standing
deployment is in Latvia, where the Spanish
Army has been contributing since 2017
to the enhanced Forward Presence (eFP)
mission with a contingent of some 600
troops, within the Canadian-led multinational
brigade. Our country is the second largest
contributor in terms of personnel and the
first in terms of combat power.

Also within eFP, a 250-strong Marine
company-size task group is expected to
join the French-led brigade in Romania in
September 2024.

8 Reuvista Espafola de Defensa

In additon to the command of
SNMG-1  —with the participation of
logistic support ship Cantabria from
January to March 2024— the Spanish
Navy has provided minehunter Segura
to NATO Mine Countermeasures Task
Group from March to June 2024 and
often participates throughout the year in
operation Sea Guardian, which ensures
the security of maritime routes in the
western Mediterranean. Frigate Navarra
has recently been deployed to this mission,
making eleven approaches, as well as
friendly ones, to ships sailing in the area.

Marco Romero/MDE

AIR POLICING

The Vilkas tactical air detachment that takes
part in the Baltic Air Policing (BAP) mission
has completed the third of its four months
of deployment in Lithuania. Located since
the end of March 2024 at Siauliai air base,
180 kilometres from the capital, Vilnius, it
consists mainly of airmen from the 12th and
15th Wings and eight F-18s. This is the first
time that two units using this type of aircraft
have joined a NATO mission.

It also consists of an A-400M from the
31st Wing, to support air-to air refuelling
tasks, as well as personnel from the
Armament and Experimentation Logistics
Centre (CLAEX), specialists in electronic
warfare, which brings the detachment to
almost 190 troops, all of them under the
command of Lieutenant Colonel Pablo
Estrada.

The BAP mission began in 2004 to
address the lack of combat aircraft in the
three Baltic states. In these 20 years, Spain
has been one of the countries with the
greatest presence, leading the mission on
several occasions. In 2014, after Russia’s
ilegitimate annexation of Crimea, a second
air policing presence was established at
Amari air base (Estonia), which has also
had a Spanish detachment on various
occasions.

On 28 March 2024, a ceremony at
Siauliai air base marked the handover of
NATO’s Baltic Air Policing mission in which
the Belgian and French commanders
handed the key to Baltic Air Space over to
the Spanish and Portuguese commanders.
The event also marked the 20th anniversary
of the mission. It was attended by the
President of the Republic of Lithuania,
Gitanas Nauséda, as well as by military
commanders from some NATO countries,
including, on the Spanish side, the head
of the Operations Command, Lieutenant
General Francisco Braco, and diplomatic
representatives, including the Spanish
Ambassador to Lithuania, Maria Nieves
Blanco.

In addition, five Eurofighters and 57
members of the 14th Wing spent two
weeks in April 2024 at Mihail Kogalniceanu
air base in Romania conducting missions
as part of NATO’s Flexible Deterrence

July 2024



E SPANISH UNITS ON THE EASTERN FLANK

EARLY 2,000 Spanish troops

participate with land, sea, and
air deployments in NATO's deterrence
and defence missions in Europe.
Spain has also participated with other
operational organisations in the series
of exercises Defender Europe 24 and
in surveillance activities to reinforce
the security in the Mediterranean.

NATO MARITIME FORCES

G

efrigate Almirante Juan de
Borbdn. Flagship for Standing
NATO Maritime Group number
1 [SNMG-1) from January to
July. Crew: 200.

e ogistic Support ship Canta-
bria (contributed to SNMG-1
from January to March). 178
troops.

eMinehunter Segura, integra-
ted into Standing NATO Mine
Countermeasures Group in the
Mediterranean (from March to
June 2024). Crew: 46.

AIR DEFENCE

*NASAMS anti-aircraft battery
in Lielvarde (Latvia). 40 troops.

e Patriot anti-missile battery in
Adana, Turkiye. 149 soldiers.

July 2024

ESTONIA
RUSSIA

Adazi‘LA TVIA
Lielvarde
——@- @ LITHUANIA

Siauliai
Bemowo
Piskie
POLAND
UKRAINE
SLOVAKIA
Lest
ROMANIA
Constanza
Schitu

MULTINATIONAL
EXERCISES

eDuring its deployment
across the Mediterra-
nean, the Dédalo-24 Ex-
peditionary  Battlegroup
has participated in NATO's
Neptune Strike “enhanced
peacetime  surveillance

activities”.

eThe Spanish Army has
participated with various
units in exercise Steadfast
Defender 24, alongside
forces from 20 countries.

ENHANCED FORWARD
PRESENCE

oF

A mechanised company-size
task group and field artillery,
sapper, engineer and logistics
units in  Adazi, Latvia. 600
troops.

*A 750-strong contingent and
250 vehicles at Les (Slovakial.
Spain has been leading the
multinational brigade since
July 2023.

eSince September 2024, a
company-size task group with
250 marines will be joining
the French-led brigade in

Romania.
_J

AIR POLICING

€y

*Vilkas detachment, consisting of
eight F-18s and one A-400M. In
total, 190 soldiers from the 12th,
15th and 31st Wings at Siauliai
air base (Lithuania).

ePaznic Air Policing Detachment,
consisting of 5 Eurofighters and
59 soldiers from the T4th Wing at
Mihail Kogalniceanu air base, Ro-
mania, from 10 to 19 April 2024.

<

eTigru detachment with an
air surveillance radar and 40
soldiers at Schitu barracks in

Romania.

Revista Espafola de Defensa 9
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EMAD

Two Spanish F-18s and three Spanish Eurofighters deployed in Lithuania and Romania respectively, fly together on a mission supported by an A400M.

Options (FDO), an activity also aimed at
strengthening deterrence and defence on
Europe’s eastern flank, in this case over
the Black Sea. Throughout these two
weeks, the Paznic detachment trained
with Romanian Air Force F-16s and British
Royal Air Force Eurofighters.
However, it also trained
with the Spanish aircraft
protecting Baltic airspace:
the F-18s and A-400Ms
of the Vilkas detachment
flew from Lithuania to
Romania —over 1,500
kilometres— to carry out
air combat exercises, thus
demonstrating their agility to
deploy rapidly anywhere in
Allied territory, in this case in
Romanian airspace.

The A-400M'’s refuelling
support was instrumental in
extending the range of the
fighter jets without having
to land. NATO highlighted

10  Revista Espafiola de Defensa

this deployment in a communiqué from the
Allied Air Command at Ramstein, Germany;,
underscoring “the capabilities, readiness
and preparedness” of the Spanish soldiers
and assets placed at the disposal of NATO’s
collective defence.

Spanish soldiers in Slovakia train at the LeSt military training area together with

other forces of the multinational battlegroup.

In addition to the fighter jets, Spain
contributes to the control of Allied skies
with the Combined Air Operations Centre
(CAOC) at Torrején air base (Madrid),
in charge of patroling the southern half
of Europe (from the Canary Islands to
TUrkiye and from the Azores
to Romania). A second CAOC
located in Uedem, Germany,
is responsible for patrolling
the northern part of the
continent. Both centres have
a network of ground-based
radars that alert air policing
fighter jets when they detect
potential threats. For the past
year and a half, our nation
has also provided support for
this mission through the Tigru
detachment in Romania. This
unit is equipped with an early
warning radar that has already
performed over 12,000 hours
of surveillance.

Victor Hernandez

EMAD
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INTERVIEW

REAR ADMIRAL JOAQUIN RUIZ ESCAGEDO,

SNMG1 COMMANDER

“THIS DEPLOYMENT
IS FULL OF
CHALLENGES”

Pointing out that this Allied fleet was the first to
visit Sweden after it joined NATO, Adm. (OF-6) Ruiz
Escagedo stresses the “excellent results” achieved
in exercise Steadfast Defender

six-month  de-
“ ployment lead-
ing SNMG1 in
the region of Eu-
rope closest to

NATQO'’s eastern flank is, by definition

and under the current circumstanc-

es, full of challenges”. This is the
view of Rear Admiral Joaquin Ruiz
Escagedo, who has concluded his
term as commander of this stand-

ing NATO maritime group, which not

only ensures security but also forg-

es first-rate diplomatic relations. On
board frigate Almirante Juan de Borbon,
SNMG1’s flagship, he expresses his sat-
isfaction with what he has achieved at the
helm of this multinational force, projecting
the constant and visible presence of NA-
TO’s solidarity on the seas.

—What is your overall assessment
of these six months?

—Very positive. During these six
months, eight ships from five Allied
navies have participated in this naval
group and together we have carried out
presence and surveillance operations
and conducted advanced exercises in
nearly our entire area of operations, which
covers the North Sea and the Baltic

July 2024

Sea. Among our activities at sea, we
have participated in major naval exercise
Steadfast Defender 24. Furthermore, we
have visited eight NATO nations in the
region, including Sweden. Spain, which is
currently commanding SNMG1, had the
privilege of leading the first NATO force to
visit Sweden just a few days after it joined
the Alliance. A historic milestone that
was warmly welcomed by the Swedish
authorities and aroused considerable
interest in the Swedish media.

—What was it like to participate in
Steadfast Defender 24?

—SNMG1 was the only naval group
involved in the entire maritime exercise

Steadfast Defender series, from the first
to the last day. The results have been
extraordinary. First, in terms of deterrence,
the participation of more than 50 ships
in a fictitious scenario with the goal of
recapturing territory from an Ally that has
been the victim of an external aggression
sends the strong message that NATO is
united and ready to defend the territory,
territorial sea and airspace of all its
member states.

—What does SNMG1 contribute to
deterrence and defence on NATO’s
eastern flank?

—The continued presence of a naval
force made up of vessels from multiple
Allied navies, with very high readiness,
interoperability and training, operating
permanently in the North Sea and the
Baltic Sea, the waters closest to the
eastern flank, rather than across the
Atlantic as in the past.

—What characterises these NATO
groups?

—Since SNMG1 does not have
a base, it is always available and
remains at sea most of the time. It
participates in major NATO exercises
to maintain its training at a high
standard and continuously monitors
maritime activity in the area. The
very nature of its structure enables
the regular incorporation of allied
vessels, ensures interoperability
between ships from different navies
and provides a command and Staff
to which more units can be added
and operational tasks immediately
assigned if necessary, in the event of a
crisis or conflict.

SNMG1

—Does the Almirante Juan de
Borboén work well as a flagship?

—Yes. This ship, like the other F-100
class frigates, has excellent command and
control systems and is conveniently suited
to accommodate and provide working
space for a command and its Staff.

Al this  without undermining its
extraordinary capabilities as an escort ship
to operate with a shipborne helicopter,
deploy for long periods with little or no
damage, etc. These capabilities are highly
valued in NATO naval groups.

Santiago F. del Vado

Revista Espafola de Defensa 11



WITH OUR ALLIES
IN STEADFAST
DEFENDER 2024

Spanish Army plays important role in the largest NATO exercise
since the Cold War

VER 1,500 Army soldiers have been deployed

in recent months to various locations in

Europe, mainly Hungary, Poland, Romania and

Sweden, to participate in Steadfast Defender

2024. This is the largest NATO exercise since
the Cold War in which the organisation is implementing
its new plans to strengthen deterrence and defence in the
wake of Russia’s invasion of Ukraine.

With over 90,000 troops from the 32 allied nations,
this exercise began in January and continued until May.
This military manoeuvre is split into two overlapping
parts and each phase of the exercise includes a series of
associated exercises hosted by different countries. The
first part, which ran from late January through February,
focused on the strategic deployment of US forces across
the Atlantic to continental Europe, and included maritime
live exercises and amphibious assault training in the North

Atlantic and Arctic seas. The second part was devoted
to multi-domain exercises across Europe, from the High
North to the Midwest and East, which also tested the
rapid deployment capacity of troops and materiel across
the Old Continent.

“Steadfast Defender 2024 is a clear demonstration
of our unity, strength and determination to protect each
other, our values and the rules-based international order”,
said General Christopher G. Cavoli, Supreme Allied
Commander Europe, at the presentation of the exercise.

BRILLIANT JUMP

As part of the exercise Steadfast Defender series,
exercise Brilliant Jump 2024 took place in the last
week of February. Led by the Joint Forces Command
(JFC) Brunssum, it was conducted in the Drawsko

July 2024



Spanish armoured
vehicles in the
Drawsko Pomorskie
training area.

Julio/Agosto 2023 Revista Esparola de Defensa 13



Pomorskie training area in Northern
Poland. The exercise tested the Very High
Readiness Joint Force (VJTF), which is the
“spearhead” of NATO’s Response Force
(NRF), made up of air and naval forces.

“It has demonstrated the high level
of readiness of our NATO Allies to
rapidly deploy, integrate and collectively
deter and defend Alliance territory. The
VJTF is trained, skilled and capable of
responding to any threat at any time
from any direction”, said JFC Brunssum
spokesperson, Colonel Frank Warda.
During the exercise, Allied Forces from

14 Revista Espafiola de Defensa

Albania, Poland, Spain, Turkiye and the
United Kingdom, which make up the VJTF,
honed their skills in rapid deployment,
readiness and responsiveness. In total,
over 3,000 military personnel and 700
vehicles were brought together in a
multinational brigade.

“l am very impressed by the command,
control and interoperability of the brigade
and the way it has so effectively integrated
the forces of the different countries”, said
the Deputy Commander of JFC Brunssum,
Lieutenant General Luis Lanchares, when
he visited the training area on 26 February

2024. “It is a powerful force that is ready to
fight”, stated the Spanish general.

The Spanish forces, which formed the
armoured task group Malaga, arrived in
Poland via plane and ship to join the Allies in
this exercise. In total, 300 military personnel
and 65 vehicles —including Leopard 2E
battle tanks and Pizarro infantry fighting
vehicles— were deployed, most of them
coming from the 10th Brigade Guzman
El Bueno, based in Coérdoba, the 21st
Logistical Support Group from Seville and
the 1st Signal Regiment from Huesca. The
vehicles, materiel and some of the personnel

Lieutenant General Luis Lanchares, deputy commander of JFC
Brunssum, talking with members of the Spanish contingent during his

Marcel Mankowski

visit to the training area.

July 2024



were carried aboard Ro-Ro ship Blue Wave
Harmony to the port of Szczecin, from
where a mechanised march began, covering
a distance of over 20 kilometres through the
forests of Poland to the Drawsko Pomorskie
training area. “The rapid deployment from
various bases in Spain to the north of the
continent demonstrates the readiness

July 2024

of our forces to support NATO allies in
times of crisis anywhere in Allied territory
at short notice”, said Spanish Lieutenant
Colonel Daniel Diaz Simoén, the task group
commander. “Exercise Brilliant Jump is
an excellent opportunity to integrate our
capabilities in a live exercise with our allies”,
added the Spanish officer.

Infantry units cross the Vistula river on engineer
platforms. On the left, members of task group
Mélaga pulling oars across the river.

The rapid
deployment
capacity of
troops and
vehicles across
Europe has been
put to the test

Following Brilliant Jump, the VJTF
moved on to the Korzeniewo area in the
north of the country to participate in Polish
exercise Dragon 24, another military drill in
the Steadfast Defender series.

General Fernando Ruiz Gémez, the
commanding officer of the 10th Brigade
Guzman el Bueno, visited the troops

Revista Espafola de Defensa 15



A reconnaissance squad from the San Quintin Battalion in an urban warfare combat exercise during
Saber Strike 24 at Bemowo Piskie military base in Poland.

during this phase of their deployment in
Eastern Europe and was able to see for
himself the great work they were carrying
out in Poland. On 5 March 2024, the
troops gave a dynamic demonstration to
those attending the Distinguished Visitors’
Day. The key moment was a river-crossing
operation on the Vistula, performed
by infantry units on engineer platforms
and supported by aviation, anti-aircraft
artillery and long-range artillery. The event
concluded with an exhibition of combat
materiel and war-fighting assets from the
various participating countries.

In the days that followed, the forces
continued their exercise plan in the
Bemowo Piskie training area. Task group
Malaga was combat trained in forests
and development sites and carried out
operation Cohesion along with UK troops.
In addition, other exercises of various
types were conducted with the 11th Polish
Armoured Cavalry Division, and US and
French forces were integrated into NATO’s
battlegroup in Poland.

SABER STRIKE

Another 600 Army soldiers redeployed to
Eastern Europe to take part in the next
phase of exercise Steadfast Defender,
which consisted of three exercises: Saber
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Strike, Immediate Response and Swift
Response.

The first of these exercises was
conducted until 29 April 2024 at the
Bemowo Piskie training area in Poland
—65 kilometres south of the Russian

enclave of Kaliningrad—. On this
occasion, the Spanish contingent came
from the Infantry Battalion San Quintin of
the 7th Brigade Galicia, based in Siero
(Asturias) and from the 54th Indigenous
Light Infantry Group from Ceuta.

All of them had departed on 10 April
2024 from Asturias airport, while the
materiel and vehicles were loaded in the
port of Gijon, bound for Gdansk (Poland).
Upon their arrival, they were integrated
into a multinational force, led by the 5th
US Army Corps along with soldiers from
Croatia, Germany, ltaly, Lithuania, the
Netherlands, Poland, Romania and the
United Kingdom.

SWIFT RESPONSE

The Spanish Army once again played an
important role in exercise Swift Response
24. Conducted between 13 and 18 May
2024 in various locations in Europe, this
exercise sought to strengthen the Allied
forces’ interoperability and readiness to
respond in crisis situations.

Over 5,000 troops from various
nations took part, including 480 Spaniards
from the 6th Parachute Brigade (BRIPAC)
Almogavares, of the Army Airmobile Force
(FAMET) and the 4th Unmanned Aerial
Vehicles Group (GROSA V) of the 1st
Intelligence Regiment.

Storm troops board a FAMET Chinook in the area of operations in Romanian.
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For the occasion, the Army Airmobile
Force (FAMET) deployed five helicopters
to Romania, including a CH47 Chinook,
two NH-90s and two Tiger attack
helicopters, and GROSA IV provided a
PASI (Autonomous Sensorised Intelligence
Platform) flight unit. The latter was a
milestone in the Group’s history, as it was
the first time it deployed its unmanned
reconnaissance aircraft unit to a foreign
country after returning from Afghanistan.

In addition to the aforementioned air
units, the operations included airdrops
from Papa air base in Hungary to the Turda
area in Romania, and from Aviano air base
in ltaly to Hagshult in Sweden.

The highlight of the exercise for the
Spanish troops was the jump in Turda
alongside units from Germany, the United
States, France and the Netherlands. In
this area of operations, troops from the
Forward  Reconnaissance ~ Company
(CRAV) were inserted by means of a night-
time HAHO jump with a travel distance of
9 kilometres.

In Sweden, BRIPAC paratroopers
—specifically from the 2nd-4 Protected
Infantry Flag Roger de Lauria— conducted
military  manoeuvres under combat
conditions. Among other actions, they
simulated Joint Forcible Entry operations,
an action meant to take and retain control
of an area against an enemy’s armed
opposition in order to facilitate the airborne
landing of more units.

This phase of the exercise culminated
in an exchange of “rokiskis” (airborne
‘wings’) with US paratroopers from the
US 173rd Airborne Brigade, symbolising
the strong camaraderie among the Allied
forces.

An  A400M of the Hungarian Air
and Space Force, operating from the
Hungarian air base, was one of the twelve
or so aircraft in charge of the tactical airlifts
and airdrops of personnel and materiel.

Spring Storm 24, the biggest exercise
conducted annually by the Estonian Army
with the goal of engaging with its Allies,
was held in Estonia in the second half
of May as part of this series of military
manoeuvres. Ten countries took part
in this edition, including more than 300
Spanish troops belonging to the 14th eFP
contingent, deployed in Adazi (Latvia).

Victor Hernandez
Photos: EMAD and SHAPE
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Spanish paratroopers
jump alongside
troops from
Germany, the United
States, France and
the Netherlands.
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TRAINING

NATO’s new

training model

Colonel José Ignacio Yaniz Lopez (Marines)
Joint Defence Staff - Force Development Section

HE growing geopolitical tensions and, in particular,
Russia’s invasion of eastern Ukraine and the ensuing open
conflict in the region, have raised concerns about security
and defence issues and, specifically, about Europe’s own
territorial integrity.

NATO is an international security and defence organisation that
has just marked its 75th anniversary. As demonstrated by the recent
membership of historically neutral nations like Finland and Sweden,
NATO is a powerful alliance that is growing and gaining strength.

NATO’s 2022 Strategic Concept reaffirms that the Alliance’s
key purpose is to ensure collective defence utilising a 360-degree
approach. It defines three core tasks: deterrence and defence; crisis
prevention and management; and cooperative security, with special
emphasis on the need to strengthen deterrence and defence as
the backbone of the collective defence commitment enshrined in
Article 5.

NATO’s deterrence and defence posture must be strengthened
in order to prevent any chance of aggression from potential
adversaries and this requires a significant and sustained presence
on the ground of combat-ready, multi-domain forces, including a
robust integrated air and missile defence (IAMD) and resilient and
improved command and control systems.

Moreover, these forces must be complemented by an enhanced
collective response capability (adequate readiness, deployability,
integration and interoperability) that can rapidly reinforce any Ally. And
all of this must be well-oiled through realistic training and exercises
that put decision-making processes to the test, improve planning and
enhance the effectiveness of the Alliance’s crisis response system.
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PREPAREDNESS AND TRAINING

Derived from the Concept for the Deterrence and Defence of the
Euro-Atlantic Area (DDA), NATO approved SACEUR’s AOR-wide
Strategic Plan (SASP) in 2021. It includes the design of NATO’s new
Force Structure, the Allied Response Force (ARF) and the forces
deployed in support of the Subordinate Strategic Plans (SSP) and
Regional Plans (RP).

The ARF, an evolution of the enhanced NATO Response Force
(eNRF), is a force that will act as SACEUR’s strategic reserve, with
high readiness, and its contribution from Allied nations is made on
a year-to-year basis. The first of these forces is in its preparedness
and training period and will be ready on 1 July 2024. Adaptation to
this new force model is associated with a sequence of exercises in
line with the plans derived from NATO’s Deterrence and Defence
Concept. This new exercise programme that has begun to be
implemented in 2024 consists of a series of four major annual
exercises, the basic characteristics of which are as follows:

STEADFAST DETERRENCE (STDC): A multi-domain, strategic
and operational level CPX (command posts exercise) that seeks
to train NATO’s Command Structure and Force Structure in the

With this new exercise
programme, the Alliance is
seeking a cyclical, systematised
and credible training model
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execution of multi-domain operations against peer adversaries in crisis
situations. The exercise is carried out in May and the scenario covers
the entire NATO area of responsibility. It is used to evaluate the ARF
command and control structure.

STEADFAST DUEL (STDU): A multi-domain, operational and tac-
tical level CPX-type exercise in which one of the Regional Plans (RP)
is evaluated annually
in a crisis and conflict
scenario against a peer
adversary.

In 2024, this exercise
wil mainly take place
in  October in the
Mediterranean and Black
Sea regions. During the
exercise, the ability of the
Joint Force  Command
Naples (JFCNP) to plan
and conduct defensive
operations will be eva-
luated, as well as its
capacity as a supported
Command to implement
Regional  Plan  South-
East. In addition, and for
the first time, it will have
the chance to implement
first level efforts  for
the benefit of this
Regional Plan, including
synchronisation with the
national defence plans
of NATO countries in the
South-East region.

STEADFAST DAGGER (STDA): A multi-domain, opera-
tional and tactical level CPX-type exercise carried out in December
in which the ARF will carry out a non-Article 5 response operation
outside NATO's area of responsibility (AOR). This year’s exercise will
train the ARF in the planning and execution of operations against
terrorist groups that challenge NATO and its partners, based on a
scenario in the West African region.

This exercise will be the first of a range of exercises focusing on
NATO’s Crisis Prevention and Management, and Cooperative Security,
outside SACEUR’s area of responsibility, and in the context of the
Concept for the Deterrence and Defence of the Euro-Atlantic Area, in
which both Allies and non-NATO partners and organisations participate.

STEADFAST DART (STDT): An ARF live exercise (LIVEX) —in-
volving the deployment and employment of forces— in its stand-
by period, aimed at testing and training its ALERTEX/DEPLOYEX/
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EMPLOYEX (activation, deployment and employment) capability. It
takes place in the first four months of the year at regional level and its
main purpose is to optimise the deterrence capability and improve the
minimum military requirements (MMR) of this force.

The exercise in 2025, which will involve the ARF-24, will be NATO’s
main LIVEX in the coming year and will take place in NATO’s South-
East region. National
contributions  to  ARF
“A” (from 1 July of year
A to 30 June of year
A+1) will have to follow
a preparation process
that will start in their
training  period  with
exercises Steadfast
Dagger (December of
year A-1) and Steadfast
Deterrence (May of year
A) and will continue in
their stand-by period
with  LIVEX Steadfast
Dart (first quarter of year
A+1).

This major exercise
programme will be com-
plemented by Steadfast
Defender, a  LIVEX
taking place every three
years, which combines
national and  NATO
exercises. It is designed
to ensure that forces are
trained, able to operate
together and ready to
deploy and respond to potential threats in any scenario, in an uncertain
security environment. Steadfast Defender is NATO’s main LIVEX in
2024, and includes a number of exercises, many of which involve the
participation of Spanish forces. The LIVEX phase of the exercise began
in February and was extended until the end of May. The next exercise of
this range will take place in 2027 and is already in the planning phase.

EMACON

Finally, Steadfast Foxtrot, a force projection and sustainment
exercise led by the Joint Sustainment & Enablement Command
(JSEC), will be conducted annually from 2024 to 2026 in support of
the Regional Plans. It will reach its peak in 2027 as a LIVEX to project
and sustain the forces involved in Steadfast Defender throughout
NATO'’s area of responsibility.

In conclusion, with this new exercise programme, the Alliance is
seeking a cyclical, systematised and credible training model, based
on the Allies’ strong commitment, which will contribute effectively to
NATO’s deterrence and defence.
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INTERNATIONAL MISSIONS

SURVEILLANGE IN
EUROPEAN SEAS

Expeditionary Strike Group Dédalo 24 deploys in the Mediterranean and
the Baltic to assist in the defence of the eastern flank




HE unmistakable aircraft carrier
Juan Carlos | sails slowly out
of the bay of Souda, in Crete,
silhouetted against the horizon
and escorted by frigate Blas
de Lezo, approaching on the port side.
On the flight deck, five Harrier aircraft
are positioned for take-off, awaiting
the launch director’s signal. One after
the other, with an interval of just over
a minute, they take off and leave the
ship, thus initiating a new mission within

July 2024

NATO’s Neptune Strike surveillance
activities.

Almost simultaneously, while an
Augusta Bell 212 helicopter hovers over
this same deck, from which four marines
descend by fast rope, two landing
aircraft mechanised (LCMs) with the
personnel and equipment needed for a
land incursion head towards the coast.
While this occurs, the other two ships
of Expeditionary Strike Group Dédalo 24
—amphibious assault ship Galicia and

frigate Reina Sofia— conduct exercises
near Albania.

This Spanish carrier air group has
been engaged in Neptune Strike during
its deployment in the Mediterranean. It is
its first exercise of the year and its third
sinceitsinceptioninFebruary 2023. Ithas
also carried out an intense surveillance
activity in support of operation Sea
Guardian to fight transnational terrorism.
It has participated in exercise Mare
Aperto, organised by the ltalian Navy,
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A Harrier lands on the deck
of LHD Juan Carlos I, with
F-103 Blas de Lezo at a
short distance.

and has taken part in bilateral activities
with the Greek and Turkish Armed Forces.
ESG “Dédalo” has also led amphibious
operations on the island of Sazan (Albania)
and in Sardinia (italy), together with [talian
and Romanian units and special operations
teams from North Macedonia and Albania.

The expeditionary group concluded
its activities in the Mediterranean and
proceeded to the port of Gidn to
participate in Spain’s Armed Forces Day.
At the time of going to press, the group
was heading towards the Baltic Sea to
take part in exercise Baltops 24. During
this exercise, a helicopter from Sweden is
scheduled to land on the Juan Carlos |. It
will be the first time that a unit from this
new NATO member has interacted with an
allied ship.

Over the course of their three and a
half-month deployment, the four Spanish
vessels will travel a total of 13,000 miles
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between Istanbul (TUrkiye) and Helsinki
(Finland). “The am is to demonstrate
Spain’s commitment to Allied deterrence,
defence and security”, says Rear Admiral
Gonzalo Villar, commander of the Fleet
Amphibious and Force Projection Group,
who leads ESG “Dédalo” along with his
General Staff aboard the aforementioned

ESG Dédalo
consists of four
ships, seven
aircraft and several
landing craft and
helicopters

aircraft carrier. Besides participating in
NATO’s main exercises on the seas and
coasts of Europe and other bilateral and
multilateral exercises “with all the partners
we meet along the way”, they will be
interacting with some of NATO’s land
and air forces deployed along the eastern
flank, in particular with Spanish forces.

The first of these collaborations
took place in mid-April, a joint patrolling
exercise in Bulgarian airspace in which
Harriers joined Spanish  Eurofighters
from the Paznic detachment that were
operating in Romania. The objective
was to demonstrate how aircraft carriers
could contribute to enhancing security in
the airspace along the Alliance’s eastern
border.

“We are here to make NATO’s
deterrent message as strong as possible
and to ensure that there is no conflict in
Europe”, says Rear Admiral Villar, pointing
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out that so far there have been no clashes
with Russian forces. “In the Baltic, Russian
units fly and sail frequently, but this is
understandable because they have a
coastline with this sea. So far, the conduct
of both parties has been completely safe
and professional”.

ALLIED EXERCISE

Enhancing NATO’s capacity to integrate
carrier groups in support of its allied
deterrence and defence strategy has been
one of the objectives of exercise Neptune
Strike 24, defined by the Allied Command
as “unscripted, multi-domain enhanced
vigilance activities”.

Two AB212 helicopters take
off from Crete towards the
Juan Carlos 1. On the right, two
marines handle a mortar; and
staff working on the bridge of
the carrier.
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LHD Juan Carlos | joined Italian aircraft
carrier Cavour, French Charles de Gaulle
and Turkish Anadolu in this exercise,
which involved a total of 21 vessels and
48 aircraft, including fixed-wing aircraft
and helicopters, and two Marine Infantry
battalions —one of them Spanish— with
150 vehicles. Altogether, there were
more than 4,600 troops hailing from 15
countries, and 4 amphibious operations
and more than 350 sorties were flown.
The Harriers flew eight to ten sorties a day.
“After take-off, we normally meet airborne
with aircraft from other countries”, explains
the commander of the air unit on board
LHD Juan Carlos I, Commander Victor

Esparragosa, while pointing at one of
the aircraft about to take off on the ship’s
flight deck. “The launch director gives final
instructions and the pilot makes a number
of checks in the cockpit such as power
and airworthiness”, he explains. “The
pilot then applies full power and when the
aircraft is almost off the ship he rotates
the nozzles to achieve that characteristic
Harrier climb that allows it to take off in
such a short range”.

According to one of the pilots,
Lieutenant Pablo Bayo, with three years’
experience in the squadron, the Harriers
are more manual than fourth- or fifth-
generation aircraft such as the Eurofighter.
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From the air transit control tower of the Juan Carlos I, two operators remain in close contact with the
aircraft while it flies and until it approaches the ship.

This allows them to continue fighting
even if the aircraft suffers a malfunction:
“We can control it better, because the
electromagnetic or computer aids are not
as important in this case. Basically, you
feel more like a pilot”, he says.

When they are aboard, they remain
on “alert 607, i.e. they have to be airborne
within an hour. “But we can be on alert
5, with the pilot on board and ready to
fly while being refuelled with the aircraft’s
engine running. That’s the kind of patrol
we organise if we're in an immediate war
environment”. Harriers can cover about
600 miles without refuelling, but during
Neptune Strike they flew three to four
hours, refuelling both on the way out and
on the way back.

The Harriers’ unique characteristic
is their vertical landing. Lieutenant Bayo
explains how they do this: “We reach 350
knots to have enough power, we position
ourselves at a distance of one mile from the
ship, set the nozzles at 60° to slow down but
still be supported by the wings, we turn 180°
to face the ship and set the nozzles at 90° to
gradually decelerate and land on the ship”.

FLAGSHIP
Neptune Strike was led by the
Naval Striking and Support Forces,

a NATO headquarters in Oeiras, Portugal.
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Vice Admiral Tom Ishee, its commander
and also the commander of the US
6th Fleet, used LHD Juan Carlos | as
its flagship and embarked a forward
command element for four days, certifying
the Spanish vessel’s capacity to operate in
the event of a contingency.

The 27,000-tonne, ten-storey carrier
is 232 metres long, i.e. the length of two
and a half soccer pitches. It carries seven
Harrier aircraft, three AB212 transport
helicopters, six Supercat high speed
craft and four landing craft mechanised
(LCM). “The great thing about this ship is
its versatility”, says its commander, Navy
Captain Ricardo Goémez Delgado. “It’s
value for money and it looks good, in other
words, we can do a lot of things at a very
good price”, he adds.

Eight hundred people, 250 of whom
are marines, live on the ship during this
mission. Another 250 travel and operate
from amphibious assault ship Galicia.

The marines play a critical role in the
Expeditionary Strike Group. “Our mission
is to be prepared for any scenario in which
we have to project naval power over land”,
explains Major Jaime Simoén, second
in command of the Reinforced Landing
Battalion. To this end, they are equipped
with rifle company’s specific armament,
mortars, VAMTAC vehicles, sapper material,
communications equipment, fire support
control and coordination batteries and
NBC materiel, among other capabilities.
Personnel and material are transferred
ashore in landing craft, which sail from a
lower deck that is flooded to enable their
exit. Aircraft carrier Juan Carlos | also has

Lika, a four-year-old Belgian Shepherd-German Shepherd cross-breed, accompanies the marines during
the Dédalo’s deployment.
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This deployment helps to ensure that “NATQ’s deterrent message is as strong as possible and that there is no conflict in Europe”, says Rear Admiral Gonzalo

a Role 2E hospital, measuring 600 square
metres, with two operating rooms —one
for traumatology and the other for general
surgery—, an ICU with eight beds, X-ray
and a laboratory. It also has a hospitalisation
area with 14 beds and a blood bank, and
is integrated in a telemedicine network
in direct contact with the Military Central
Hospital Gémez Ulla.

lts medical staff provides health care
to the rest of the ships forming part of
the Dédalo. In addition to anaesthetists,
intensivists, specialists in  pharmacy
and analysis, etc., there is a dentist and
a physiotherapist, mainly to attend to
the pilots, whose teeth suffer greatly
from pressure changes and frequent
contractures.

Throughout this deployment, they
did not have to deal with any serious
emergencies, just the evacuation of an
NCO who broke his ankle.

REMEMBERING TURKIYE

This year, the Dédalo has resumed some of
the activities it had to cancel in 2023. “We
were on our way to Egypt to conduct an
exercise with the Egyptian Navy when the
earthquake in TUrkiye struck”, recalls Rear
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Villar, commander of ESG Dédalo.

Admiral Villar. We cancelled everything
and left at full speed to support the Turkish
people”.

He remembers every minute of
those days. “We saw the versatility and
agility of a naval force that, in a matter
of hours, became a force that provided
humanitarian assistance to a population
in need”. The commander of ESG Dédalo
also points out that when they arrived
they found the port on fire. “If we had
been a conventional force, we wouldn’t
have been able to deliver assistance. But
because we are an amphibious force, we

Spanish Navy
flagship, LHD Juan
Carlos I, has 800
service members
on board, 250 of
whom are marines

dispatched our reconnaissance teams
to find a beach that would allow us to
be up and running, from the get-go”.
Within four hours they had delivered ten
tonnes of their own food and ten tonnes
of their bottled water and had 80 marines
working in the rubble. “We were lucky
enough to have helped save a 7-year-old
child and a 70-year-old adult, as well as
recover dozens of bodies”.

They spent five days, sixteen hours a
day, at Adana airport manually unloading
trucks and planes. At the port of Limak,
they unloaded boats carrying humanitarian
aid and assisted in the distribution of
3,600 tonnes of food and other supplies.
Five days later, those same marines who
had been rescuing survivors from under
the rubble were making amphibious
landings on a beach in Albania as part of
exercise Neptune Strike 23. “This shows
that expeditionary nature that gives us our
name”, points out Rear Admiral Villar, “that
ability to conduct operations far from our
homeland wherever we are needed and as
swiftly as possible*.

Elena Tarilonte
Photos: Pepe Diaz
(Special envoys to the port of Souda)
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PERSPECTIVE

“The Army and Future Challenges” Conference 2024

Cyberspace operations

Major General Fernando Luis Morén

Director for Research, Doctrine, Organisation and Materiel of the MADOC

N 6 and 7 May 2024, the Training and Doctrine Com-

mand (MADOC) hosted the eighth edition of “The Army

and Future Challenges Conference, entitled “The Army

and Cyberspace Operations”, in the University of Jaén's

aula magna. At this event, prominent figures from var-
ious fields discussed the implications of this new cyberspace do-
main for military operations.

The conference was presided over by the Chief of the Army Staff,
Army General Amador Ensefiat, who, after the inauguration, gave
the floor to the Lieutenant General commander of the MADOC and
to the Rector of the University of Jaén. Both speakers discussed
the geopolitical environment, which is defined by the pervasiveness
of digital devices and our extreme reliance on them. They also
talked about the opportunities and risks that new developments
in cyberspace-related technology bring for security and how they
affect military operations.

The conference programme was organised into three initial
conferences and three round tables. Lieutenant General José
Marfa Millén, Director General of the Centre for Information and
Communications Systems and Technologies (CESTIC), described
the capabilities that this centre provides to the Armed Forces’
operational structure. These capabilities include hyperconnectivity,
ensuring freedom of action in cyberspace, attaining information
superiority and the development of multi-domain operations.

In addition to the previous strategic approach, in the second
lecture, Vice Admiral Francisco Javier Roca, Commander of the
Joint Cyberspace Command (MCCE), analysed the operational
dimension provided by the current war in Ukraine, and the lessons
that may be drawn from it. He stressed that in Ukraine we are
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witnessing the most technologically advanced war in the history of
mankind, due to the successful use of a new area of operations:
cyberspace.

Major General Guillermo Ramirez Altozano, Head of Information
Systems, Telecommunications and Technical Assistance (JCISAT),
gave a lecture that concluded this initial transversal view. He
focused on the tactical level and the Army’s specific role, sharing
his view on the present and future of land operations in cyberspace
and the effort the Army is making by maintaining 15 to 20% of its
personnel specially trained to operate in the cyberspace domain
while contributing with some 2,000 troops to the joint effort.

Following this complementary perspective from the three levels,
strategic, operational and tactical, the first panel of speakers,
moderated by cybersecurity journalist José de la Pefia, focused on
“Cyberspace as a New Operational Environment”.

Colonel Francisco José Oliva of the JCISAT, the first speaker,
provided an introduction to cyberspace, a new global domain
that has arisen with the popularity of the Internet. Its physical
components are connected via the electromagnetic spectrum,
carrying information that can have an impact on other physical and/
or cognitive domains, constituting seamless unity.

Cyberspace-related
technologies pose security
risks and have an impact
on military operations
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Colonel Ignacio Javier Simon, the MCCE representative, provided
numerous examples of the role played by cyberspace in recent
conflicts. He mentioned navigation and positioning warfare, satellite
communications, observation satellites and electronic warfare, the
latter, for example, having proven to be a very effective means in the
fight against unmanned aerial systems.

Colonel Bonifacio Gutiérrez de Ledn of the MADOC continued
his detailed explanation of how new disruptive technologies, mainly
artificial intelligence, are revolutionising the operations space,
particularly in cyberspace, in areas such as decision-making,
situational awareness, and secure communications, enabling so-
called multi-domain operations.

Manuel Medina, a Constitutional Law Professor at the University
of Seville, concluded this vision of cyberspace as a new operational
environment by introducing us to its legal framework. He highlighted
how current regulations exclude security and defence systems from
the safeguards of people’s rights when using automated systems and
Al. It is hence necessary to find an interpretation in international law,
even though it precedes the rise of the cyberspace domain.

The second round table, Convergence of Cyber and
Electromagnetic Activities, was moderated by Maria Teresa Martin,
professor of ADP languages and systems at the University of Jaén.

The round table was opened by Manuel Lucena, a professor of
computer science and Al at the University of Jaén. He approached the
topic from the point of view of information security, whose protection
mechanisms have evolved in tandem with the development of the
technologies themselves.

Colonel Manuel Sasot of the JCISAT then spoke about the
coordination between the two different types of operations,
cyberspace and electromagnetic, thus introducing the CEMA (Cyber
Electromagnetic Activities) concept. CEMA comprises the integration
of the different activities for coordination and synchronisation in
cyberspace and the electromagnetic spectrum, while access to such
activities by the adversary is denied or degraded.

Following the conceptual framework, Colonel Victor Valero of the
High Readiness Land Headquarters, clarified how the CEMA concept
is developed in NATO, although there is still no unified doctrine on
the subject. To conclude the round table, Colonel Miguel Angel San
Segundo, commander of the 31st Electronic Warfare Regiment,
explained how military cyber defence is implemented at the tactical level.

And going from the general to the particular, Colonel Javier Bermejo
of the National Institute for Aerospace Technology (INTA) moderated
the last round table on “Disruptive and Emerging Technologies in
Cyberspace”, which focused on enabling technologies.

Lieutenant Colonel Carlos Herrero, from the Army’s Logistic Support
Command, provided us with a conceptual introduction to quantum
computing and the threat it poses to our current cryptography.
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Manuel Pérez, from GMV, explained the importance of positioning,
navigation and timing (PNT) signals, and how their attack and defence
has become a separate chapter of great importance in modern
conflicts.

Roberto Amado, expert at S2Grupo, presented the security
challenges posed by the growing convergence of the Internet of
Things in information technologies and operational technologies. The
advantages of hyperconnectivity and the unimpeded flow of data are
countered by growing cybersecurity vulnerabilities, which we must
mitigate with the use of tools such as Al.

Finally, the presentation by José Martinez, from Jaén-based company
INNOVASUR, focused on the application of fifth-generation technologies

to the field of military communications and their usefulness in developing
capabilities, such as the combat cloud in the tactical environment.

Lastly, before the closing remarks by the Lieutenant General
commander of the MADOC, a summary of the conference’s conclusions
was presented. It emphasised that any successful operational activity
now requires the deployment of increasingly complex, interoperable
and resilient information and communications technology and systems
capabilities, as these have become an essential enabler.

In conclusion, “The Army and Future Challenges” Conference is
once again consolidating its position as the primary venue for thought,
debate and foresight at the Army’s academic level, in perfect synergy
with the “Army, Business and Innovation Forum” (Foro 2E+), which
focuses on the technological environment and the industrial sector.
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In these eleven years, the mission has trained over 20,000 Malian soldiers, enabling them to conduct operations aimed at restoring the integrity of their territory
and reducing the threat posed by terrorist groups. Spain has had four generals in command and has carried out more than a hundred projects benefitting the
local population, mainly to support the educational development of children and promote the future of women.
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INTERNATIONAL MISSIONS

EU MISSION
IN MALI ENDS

Defence Minister welcomes last troops of the contingent at Torrejon air base

VER the course of

eleven years, Spain

has contributed

more than 8,300

troops to the Euro-
pean Union’s training mission
in Mali (EUTM-Mali), where
our nation has had four
generals in command. The
mission’s  objectives include
training nearly 20,000 Malian
soldiers and executing 110
projects benefitting the civilian
population. The mission, which
began in 2013, ended on 18
May 2024, after the EU-27
agreed not to extend its last
mandate.

Upon arriving at Torrejon
air base, Madrid, in the early
hours of May 19, 2024, Defence Minister
Margarita Robles thanked the last
contingent, consisting of 116 Spanish
troops and 16 soldiers from other
European countries, for their hard work
and dedication.

Robles pointed out that “it is a source
of pride to have contributed to peace and
development hand in hand with the men
and women of the Armed Forces who,
once again, have set the Spanish bar sky-
high with their commitment, empathy and
professionalism”. “You can return home
with your heads held high and with the
satisfaction of having fulfilled your duty”,
the Minister said, and reiterated that “Spain
and its Armed Forces are a benchmark
wherever they go”.

The Chief of Defence Staff, Admiral
General Teodoro Loépez Calderdn, also
congratulated them on their excellent
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Margarita Robles greeting the soldiers arriving from Mali on the runways of
Torrejon air base in the early hours of 19 May 2024.

work, stressing that, for almost a decade,
our soldiers have been engaged in a
mission that highlights their great capacity,
rigour, and capability.

In turn, Spanish Brigadier General
Santiago Fernandez Ortiz-Repiso, the last
commander of EUTM-Mali, expressed his
optimism that the Malian Armed Forces,
having received training over these years
from European military personnel, “can
and will be able to offer stability and
guarantee peace in the country”.

Margarita Robles, in a virtual meeting
with her Malian counterpart, Colonel
Sadio Camara, on 14 March 2024,
thanked the Malian authorities for their
“welcome and constant hospitality” to
the successive Spanish contingents
deployed and reaffrmed  Spain’s
steadfast determination to continue
assisting this African nation in battling the

terrorist threat and regaining
stability.

EUTM-Mali’s first mandate
was approved by the European
Council on 17 January 2013 in
response to a call by th